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On Wednesday April 19, 2017 the Ten Tiny Dance Company had their spring dance concert in Houston, TX. The company performed many unique and fascinating dances. Ten Tiny Dances is a dance company which challenges artist to invent ways of dancing in a 16sq.ft space effortlessly. This dance company was created in Portland, Oregon in 2002 and continues to be produced by founder Mike Barber and others with permission. I enjoyed all of the dances but one of them stood out to me because of its peculiarity. The theme of the dance was “No Exit”, performed by Elijah Gutierrez and choreographed by John Beasant III. John Beasant III, is an Assistant Professor of Dance at the University of Houston's Dance Program, he finds pleasure working as an independent dance-maker, teacher and performer.
          No Exit performed by Elijah Gutierrez as a contemporary solo started out with the dancer gazing at the audience fiercely while crimping like an animal on the floor. Then he jumped on stage and started shaking vigorously as if he was having a seizure. Then he stopped and looked at the audience intensely as he placed his palms on his mouth and started breathing heavily. That gesture made me panic/scared a little bit because I felt like he was going to fall given that he was breathing heavily/sweating profusely while standing at the edge of the stage. The audience was very quiet and attentive, you could tell that people were terrified that he might fall. He started spinning his legs and body around while his hands were firm to the ground. He wore black pants, no shirt and danced bare foot. There was bright light on stage and low lights in the audience. This dance piece made the atmosphere very intense and I think that what made it very peculiar.
                 This dance piece looked like a Hip hop dance (street free style). I think the choreographer chose this piece to allow the movement be the message. I think this dance piece is an abstract dance because it does not tell a story, nor is related to any kind of feelings, ideas or other elements than movement itself which happened to be scary movements. I think the choreographer’s intention was to make the audience to feel frightened. And I think the performer really delivered it energetically and exceptionally.
                 Being a dance student, I have not been moved by abstract dances in the past but this dance piece was so incredible. I was impressed by the dancer’s performance. It takes so much energy and strength to efficiently survive such lengthy and strenuous piece. I think this dance was successful because the choreographer’s intention was to make the audience scared and I was scared. He danced with only black pants, his costume enhanced his dance moves, because he could see how his muscles contracted and how diaphoretic he became after those strenuous moves. In addition, the musicality of this dance piece also made the dance choreography move smoothly.
[bookmark: _GoBack]        Universally, Elijah Gutierrez’s performance reminded me of Mary wig man’s “Witch dance hip-hop version of it.Watching Ten Tiny Dance was very enjoyable. It was good to see the fire in these choreographers and dancers as they performed. I was also opportune to see so many aspects of dance that I had never seen before. This concert really helped me to understand dance spaces, levels, shapes, rhythm, time and dynamics taught in class even more. I recommend this dance company to dancers/choreographers at any stage of their career. It was wonderful to see the passion from these choreographers and dancers put into their pieces. Overall, this experience broadened my way of thinking and I’ve learned so much from this exposure.
